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gentleman known among his friends. Thackeray
was so resolved to prevent a biography of himself
being written that he destroyed the materials for
such a work which were in his hands, and all we
have are a few glimpses of himself in his works
and certain sketches of him as clubman, as editor
and as friend. Of Galsworthy, too, it is not
likely that materials for a full-length biography
exist. He had more public activities than
Thackeray, and we know already something of
him as President of the P.E.N. international
fraternity of poets, essayists and novelists and of
his occasional appearances at public functions
designed to promote goodwill and understanding.
Of the man Galsworthy himself, of spiritual
struggles, of secrets of growth or revolutions of
thought or feeling in him aroused by contacts or
circumstances we shall have probably nothing
more than we have now, which is an impression
of an English gentleman, apparently unemotional
because he put a strong restraint on a natural
keen sensibility to both beauty and suffering.
He came of a well-to-do Devon family with a long
history and received the education of an English
gentleman at Harrow and New College, Oxford.
That he played in the football XI at school and
became captain and, again, appeared *laxy?
dressy and sporting' to acquaintances at the
university rather marks him as belonging to his
class than as being in any way exceptional* He
had evidently not found himself when he went
down from Oxford with a degree in law and was